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The Good Apple Award program allows schools and administrative

support centers to recognize employees, volunteers and partners

who provide exemplary service to the district and its students. 

Award recipients are nominated and selected at the building 

where their efforts are most profoundly felt.

The Wichita Board of Education is honored to recognize the

following Good Apple Award recipients on April 15, 2019.

School principals provided these brief excerpts from

their Good Apple recipients’ nomination materials.



The award ceremony is videotaped and will air on
Wichita Public Schools TV on Cox Cable Channel 20 and

AT&T U-Verse Channel 99.

Air times will include:
Tuesdays at 10 a.m.; Thursdays at 3 p.m.; and Sundays at 8 p.m. 

Please allow several days following the ceremony for final production of the 
program before it begins airing.

Throughout the last year, we’ve seen every part of our Strategic Plan come 
together to support our four long-term goals. 

Watch our Year 1 Review video at usd259.org/futureready to see how 
we’ve encouraged our students and staff to dream, believe and achieve!

T H E  W P S  S T R AT E G I C  P L A N  |  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 2 3

FUTUR E R EADYE V E R Y
S T U D E N T



Junior Achievement of Wichita helps students prepare for their 
futures. Volunteers present career and financial literacy instruction in 
350+ classrooms across the district each year in grades K-12, 
encouraging students to realize the first step of their career goals with 
their high school diploma.

Textron Aviation is a community leader in valuing and creating 
partnerships between industry and education. The company’s 
leadership led to creation of the state’s first aviation pathway for high 
school students, piloted in four WPS high schools this year, ensuring 
students are future ready.

Westar Energy helps students explore future careers in STEM and 
encourages workforce development through ongoing efforts at the 
K-12 level. New programs, including Corporate Bigs and Dream 
Keepers, target increasing the pipeline of girls and students of color 
interested in STEM careers.

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF WICHITA
Jeff Emmot
Wichita Board Chair
Marci Werne
Wichita District Director
Mandy Evans
Wichita Program Manager

TEXTRON AVIATION
Stephanie Harder
Director, Communications & Public Affairs
Michele Gifford
Director, Workforce & Employee Development

WESTAR ENERGY, AN EVERGY COMPANY
Jeff Beasley
Vice President Customer Care
Don Sherman
Vice President Community Relations and 
Strategic Partnerships
Sherii Farmer
Sr. Community Relations Specialist
Shane Batchelder
Marketing Communications Representative

Districtwide Partner Good Apples
The following Good Apples were selected based on their support of the entire district and its students.

This team of long term substitutes has with fidelity and 
commitment served the students of Greiffenstein with 
excellence. They have been relentless in supporting our 
building efforts when they could choose to work at any of 
the schools in the district. They are greatly appreciated and 
valued.

Nathan has with fidelity and commitment served the students 
of Greiffenstein with excellence. He has been relentless in 
supporting our building efforts. I can call on Nathan and he 
will respond immediately. He is greatly appreciated and 
valued.

Greiffenstein Alternative 
Elementary School

District At-Large Good Apples

GREIFFENSTEIN LONG 
TERM SUBSTITUTES
Mike Kelly
Tonya Robinson
Mandana Shamsa
Jason Smith
Substitutes

Nathan Oglesby
Paraeducator
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USD259 recently reopened the Towne East Learning Center to 
provide our students another alternative towards completing 
their high school education and graduating.  This team has 
done an outstanding job of getting the school up and running 
and currently has an enrollment of over 300 students.

Kate is very dedicated to helping kids with reintegration to 
their school. She makes sure they are being successful and 
checks on them even after they leave our school. Kate is a 
big reason that we have had 12 students return back to the 
comprehensive setting this year which is huge.

Carissa is a great staff member who works with kids in a way 
that helps them build for the future. Carissa is one of the first 
staff to jump in and gets the job done. She is a great team 
player. She is firm with children and sets high expectations. 
Our school appreciates her work ethic.

Mr. Delange teaches remediation math and also covers when 
administration is out of the building. He has done a great job 
being a leader in the building for students and staff. 
Mr. Delange has become a leader with his peers. He is 
a great support to all of the family at Wells.

Towne East Learning 
Center

Wells Alternative Middle 
School

LEARNING CENTER TEAM
Ruth Manalo
Math Teacher
Leigh Miller
Flex Coordinator
Brock Orchard
Counselor/Teacher
Maria Rodriguez
Clerk

Kate Brecheisen
Social Worker

Carissa Cummings
Counselor

Michael Delange
Teacher
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In addition to being a model 4th grade teacher, Mrs. Aguilera 
is also a respected team leader, lunchroom supervisor and our 
AVID Site Team Coordinator. She builds incredible 
relationships with all students and staff and is a pro at 
engaging kids in their learning.

Mrs. Hollins is the Adams PTO President extraordinaire! She 
spends countless hours fundraising, scheduling and organizing 
awesome events for our KIDS to enjoy. She donates a great 
deal of her own time and money to support our students and 
staff helping to make our school a fun place to be!

Hannah Podschun is a stalwart at Brooks. She student taught 
at Brooks and she never left. Hannah fulfills many roles at 
Brooks: 7th grade team lead, Honors ELA teacher, AVID teach-
er, Girls Who Code coord., and student ambassador leader. 
Cloning Ms. Podschun is not necessary she has already done 
it!

Adams Elementary School

Brooks Center for STEM 
and the Arts Magnet Mid-
dle School

District One Good Apples

Maria Aguilera
4th-Grade Teacher

Danielle Hollins
Volunteer

Hannah Podschun
7th-Grade ELA Teacher



In just her first year at Buckner, Mrs. Patton has worked 
tremendously hard to bring reading to life. She has developed 
Scholars Club, a tutoring program designed to help students 
strengthen their reading skills. She organized our Read with 
the Shockers program. She loves bringing joy to children.

Mr. Walker has such a positive rapport with our students. 
Whether he’s teaching reading concepts to small groups 
or refereeing a game of basketball during lunch recess, the 
students hold him in high regard. So much so, students are 
joining the new Buckner after school Track Club he sponsors.

Mrs. Wright has that “CAN DO” attitude, which is so 
refreshing! On multiple occasions she has helped out our 
second grade team by volunteering when we’ve had a great 
need. She is so consistent, the kids enjoy meeting with her 
and she makes them feel important and loved!

Ana is a dedicated MES employee. She assigns all of our 
translators throughout the district. Ana works tirelessly to 
ensure that our families are provided excellent translation 
services. She provides quality customer service for our 
parents, staff and students. We are proud of the work she 
does.

Maria is an exceptional employee. She helps others with a 
smile and a friendly attitude. Maria provides excellent service 
to fellow employees, district staff and to our community. Her 
outstanding work helps Early Childhood and MES run 
smoothly. Maria is a true advocate for our district.

Hollie tirelessly works to make sure all our CST, 504 and PSP 
Teams are organized and have the necessary resources and 
tools needed to support the students at East High. Her 
leadership and guidance positively impacts students and 
staff every day.

Shannon provides meaningful and engaging instruction for 
students. She builds strong relationships with many diverse 
students and families by organizing reading buddies, 
coordinating and delivering Christmas gifts donated by 
community partners and ensuring parents have rides to 
school for events.

With several new members this year, they have built a CST 
team that works like clockwork. Each member knows their 
role and is more than willing to step in and help out when 
needed. It could be washing coats, taking a sick one home, or 
lending an ear. Their focus is always on what is best for kids.

Buckner Performing Arts 
and Science Magnet Ele-
mentary School

Dunbar Support Center

East High School

Gammon Elementary 
School

Haylie Patton (Bolan)
Intervention Teacher

Christopher Walker
Intervention Para

Evelyn Wright
Counselor

Ana Farjardo
District & Family 
Language Support, 
Multilingual Education 
Service

Maria Sanchez-Lopez
Data Technician Asst., 
Multilingual Education 
Service

Hollie Dawson-Butler
Psychologist

Shannon Antone
ESOL Teacher

CHILD STUDY TEAM
Pam Bush
School Psychologist
Carla Clarke
Counselor 
Emily Johnsrud
Speech Pathologist
Brittany Kessler
Social Worker
Lauren Scafe
Nurse 3



Amy is the heart and soul that guides Gammon’s Leader In Me 
culture. She’s been very instrumental over the past 4 years 
in teaching staff, students, and families about The 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People. She is a true leader that continues to 
promote leadership throughout the Gammon community.

Bobbi is an outstanding teacher and teammate. She helped a 
teammate suffering medical issues set up her room, prepare 
materials and helped in any way possible. She works tirelessly 
to help her students achieve their goals whether it’s 
academics or behavior and is always humble about what 
she does.

Mazel has been a dedicated and respected Foster Grandma 
in our kindergarten classes for ten years. She is an important 
piece in helping our students meet their standards. She works 
with small groups, one on one and builds relationships with 
each student. She is a motivator and encourager!

Abby is the head of our Family Engagement team and is 
always contributing to make GPA a better place that families 
want to send their kids to. She is passionate about making 
connections with every student she comes across. She 
genuinely loves the kids and it is obvious in all that she does.

Carrie Philbrick is always eager to jump in and help in a 
cheerful attitude and a smile. She has taken on many new 
offerings for the district providing videos and documentation 
to support our employees. She makes it possible for staff and 
students to Dream, Believe, and Achieve.

Kayla is dedicated to improving student achievement not only 
for her students but for all 3rd grade students. Kayla applies 
what she learns in PD right away and is eager to share results. 
She is supportive, extremely knowledgeable and lives up to 
her position as Team Leader.

Megan strives to make Jackson the best it can be for kids, 
families and staff. She provides interventions, builds 
relationships, presents to staff, and serves on our leadership 
team. Megan sees Jackson from a birds-eye view, and is able 
to impartially support our SIP. Megan’s teamwork is 
invaluable.

Officer Davis is a great supporter, mentor, and extended 
family member at Gardiner Elementary. Officer Davis 
randomly drops by to connect and check in on students he 
has met in the past. He does this to be a positive in their lives 
and makes connections with our students. He is an exemplary 
officer. He received his award from Gardiner Elementary.

Gammon Elementary 
School

Gordon Parks Academy

Information Services and 
Technology

Jackson Elementary 
School

School Service Center

Amy Ewings
MTSS Facilitator

Bobbi Baker
Kindergarten Teacher

Mazel Davis
Foster Grandmother

Abigail Wilbur
4th-Grade Teacher

Carrie Philbrick
Software Specialist

Kayla Burke
3rd-Grade Teacher

Megan McElroy
Speech Pathologist

William Davis
Security Officer
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Mrs. Gusman has a strong work ethic and superior customer 
service reaching staff, students, parents and volunteers. She 
will take on any task and always has a smile. She is prompt 
and always puts others first. Erica is a tremendous asset to 
the Spaght family!

As Spaght’s in-house tech expert, Ms. Winkle has worked 
diligently to keep our students and teachers up and running 
throughout the year. Ms. Winkle helps to maintain a 
tremendous amount of building technology as well as 
problem solving tech issues that arise. She is an amazing STS!

Mrs. Candida Wise has done a phenomenal job developing 
the music program at Spaght. Our students have had a variety 
of musical experiences this year and that is all because of the 
hard work and effort she puts in on a daily basis.

Spaght Science and 
Communications Magnet 
Elementary School

Erica Gusman
Bookkeeper

Katie Winkle
STS/2nd-Grade

Candida Wise
Music Teacher
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Stephanie wears approximately 100 hats per day with a smile. 
She has a relentless drive to serve others and help them grow. 
She spreads joy and models what it means to be truly 
dedicated to a great profession while balancing relationships. 
She is an inspirational force who models positivity and love!

Dawn is the most amazing special education teacher I have 
had the privileged to work with. Over her 31 years of 
dedicated service she has impacted the lives of countless 
students, families and staff for the better! She has the 
courage, strength and knowledge to stand up for what she 
believes in - KIDS!

Molly has brought the love of music to our students. When 
entering until leaving her class, students are actively engaged 
in movement and music. Through her music programs she has 
gifted our students the opportunity to perform their singing 
talents to our Bostic Community. We love you, M.!!!

Beech Elementary School

Bostic Traditional Magnet 
Elementary

District Two Good Apples

Stephanie Jones
Assistant Principal

Dawn Mellott
Interrelated

Molly Neeley
Music Teacher



For many years, Maxine L. Bostic, the children of Maxine 
and Leicle Bostic, and the LRE McGlotham Foundation, have 
donated children’s books of diversity to our library increasing 
students’ reading opportunities.  From our hearts to yours, 
the Bostic Community thanks you!

For Mr. Cox it is the norm to give freely of his time to better 
students and our school. Through tutoring, volunteer 
coaching with NAL, lunch sessions to catch students up on 
assignments, and general willingness to say “yes,” Mr. Cox is 
fully invested so kids can dream, believe, and achieve!

Kristi works tirelessly to keep a building serving nearly 1000 
students clean, orderly and most importantly safe. Not once 
has she complained about added duties, being short staffed, 
or the excessive snow and ice this winter. With a smile on her 
face she exemplifies hard work and persistence!

These amazing educators are all new to CMA and Ms. 
Herzberg is a 1st year teacher. Starting in May they have 
invested in one another and it was clear they would be a 
special group. Their classes are large and challenges have 
come but these three are professional, passionate and 
engaged!

Mr. Kennedy has been a silent partner for too long. As an 
advocate for Wichita Public Schools, he has donated 
opportunities for faculty to have a “staycation” to unwind 
and relax in an environment that they might not have the 
opportunity to experience.  We are greatly appreciative of 
his generosity.

Bostic Traditional Magnet 
Elementary

Christa McAuliffe 
Academy

Coleman Middle School

LEICLE BOSTIC FAMILY 
AND THE LRE 
MCGLOTHAM
FOUNDATION
Maxine Bostic
Retired USD 259 
Counselor and wife of 
Leicle Bostic

Christie Bostic McClain
Elizabeth Bostic
Daughters of Maxine and 
Leicle Bostic

Clarence Bostic
Leicle M. Bostic
Dr. Robert Bostic
Sons of Maxine and Leicle 
Bostic

Gwendolyn Y. Anderson
Board Member of LRE 
McGlotham Foundation

Aaron Cox
6th-Grade Social Studies 
Teacher

Kristi Sowers
Head Custodian

5TH-GRADE TEAM
Jill Bajaj
Ashlyn Herzberg
Teresa Sheahan
5th-Grade Teachers

TALLGRASS INN
Don Kennedy
President
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Mr. Berry is invaluable to the Coleman family. He always 
exceeds our expectations. He exhibits a positive attitude and 
is always willing to help. Although his primary role is truancy, 
he is a mentor, counselor and friend. His dedication to our 
students and families is greatly appreciated.

Darius has served us in a couple of ways, one as a sub 
custodian and also as a sub para. He’s being nominated for 
both positions because he does such a fabulous job at both. 
He is so great with the students and they love him. He also 
keeps our building spick and span.

This is a team of relationship builders. They know the 
importance of connecting with all children, especially those 
that challenge us all the most. Never have the words “I give 
up, I don’t know what to do” come from them. Only words 
such as, “let me try this next, I’ll do anything I can”.

Mrs. Garcia strategically planned and executed our school’s 
first ever Career Day. She spent tireless hours ensuring that 
the day, full of gracious volunteers sharing their profession, 
was a day that students would remember. Thank you for your 
amazing effort!

As a Leadership school, Mynnette Kitchen had an incredible 
vision to give every student an opportunity to lead and learn 
about Franklin Covey’s 7Habits, so she created and organizes 
our school’s “Families & Academies.” Students are inspired to 
use their genius every month to help our school!

Rebecca has served as a member of the PTO for the last 8 
years. In the last two years she coordinated our amazing 
Read-A-Thon, replacing those unwanted fundraisers. Rebecca, 
you are so appreciated for everything that you have done to 
support Hyde. You are truly going to be missed next year!

Felida is an ESOL para at Minneha who takes great pride in 
her job.  She has high expectations for her students and is 
very caring and thoughtful.  She offers ideas willingly and im-
plements new learning into her para role. She rewards 
students constantly and unselfishly. Students and staff love 
her.

As Minneha’s social worker, Kim has built strong relationships 
with several new community partners that help our school 
and families at Minneha. She has taken on several other roles 
in our building that support our CST, staff and students. Kim is 
very humble and she is a huge asset to Minneha.

Coleman Middle School

College Hill Elementary 
School

Hyde Int’l Studies/Comm. 
Magnet Elementary

Minneha Core Knowledge 
Elementary School

Tyrone Berry
Truancy Specialist

Darius McPherson
Sub Custodian

3RD-GRADE TEAM
Julie Brown
Kristine Hayden
Becky Howard
3rd-Grade Teachers

Taylor Garcia
1st-Grade Teacher

Mynnette Kitchen
2nd-Grade Teacher

Rebecca Snell
PTO Treasurer

Felida Lopez
Paraeducator

Kim Webber
Social Worker

7



St. Stephen’s congregation and staff have provided our 
students with coats, hats, gloves and other supplies over the 
past several years. Without prompt, their office staff call 
during the year to fulfill class wish lists and meet the needs of 
our school. They are an exceptional community partner.

Kelley is a 5th grade teacher who joined our MTSS leadership 
team this year and facilitates our Academic Celebrations 
Committee. She has an abundance of enthusiasm for 
improving our school, never misses a growth opportunity, 
and has already made a positive difference in her new 
leadership roles.

Kelsea works in tandem with the teachers she supports, 
helping students be successful in and out of the classroom 
every day! Kelsea is patient, helpful, kind and supportive. She 
is a role model for the students she serves! She is an amazing 
asset to our team! We are lucky to have her at RMS!

“Ms. Terrye” as the students lovingly call her, is a caring 
individual who works to build relationships and support 
some of our toughest kids. Whether it’s studying for a test, 
providing needed supplies, or just listening, Ms. Terrye (who 
always has a smile on her face) is a trusted adult to many.

Mini is an involved parent who is willing to help with anything 
needed! From arranging conference lunches, to picking up 
assessment snacks, to helping with dances, Mini graciously 
gives her time, talent and energy to making RMS a great place 
to learn and work! Thank you for sharing your gifts with us.

Tracy advocates for the educational needs of ESOL learners 
and collaborates amazingly with all staff members. As 
latchkey director she provides superior customer service to 
our latchkey families. Tracy is an integral leader, teacher, 
advocate and colleague at Seltzer! She inspires us all!

James has been a DHH teacher in the district for 12 years. 12 
DHH students have graduated and gone on to college as result 
of his and the DHH team’s efforts. One former grad is now a 
teacher in 259. James is an outstanding teacher and inspires 
his students to Dream, Believe, ACHIEVE!

Matt voluntarily stepped up and provided a huge amount of 
technology support for Southeast students and staff when a 
vacancy occurred at our school. His positive nature and strong 
work ethic were much appreciated!

Price-Harris 
Communications Magnet 
Elementary

Robinson Middle School

Seltzer Elementary School

Southeast High School

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Mary Korte
Pastor
Rev. Diane Kruger
Deacon
Vera Aikman
Parish Administrator

Kelley Mitchell
5th-Grade Teacher

Kelsea Evans-Steinbacher
Paraprofessional

Terrye Kates-Asher
Paraprofessional/ISS 
Room

Mini Siddique
Volunteer

Tracy Minette
ESOL Teacher

James Clark
Deaf Hard of Hearing 
Teacher

Matthew Lewis
Teacher
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Pam is a very committed volunteer in our library. She is 
instrumental in the set up and taking down of many building 
events. She works to provide an inviting climate in the library. 
Pam greets students and staff with kind words and offers to 
assist in any way possible.

Ashley saw a need and created the Allen Clothes Closet. This 
free service offers families gently used clothing, shoes and 
baby supplies, which are donated by staff members.  Families 
are able to choose items they are in need of in a convenient 
and familiar environment during school events.

When Allen was unable to continue the Girls on the Run 
program, staff created a new program called Run Like a Girl 
that continues the mission. This team of staff members 
volunteer their time to set goals, be resilient, and be proud 
young ladies. They practice rain or shine and are always 
positive.

Alisa expertly helps families when they are at their most 
vulnerable – dealing with issues that affect their children. 
She diffuses emotionally charged situations and seeks 
resolution to issues involving attendance, behavior, discipline 
and impediments to academic progress. 600 intakes to date.

Bart provides exceptional support to Jackson. His vast 
knowledge base makes the district goal of Dream, Believe 
& Achieve possible for many. His quiet sense of humor is a 
welcome stress reliever even on the toughest days. He 
demonstrates the epitome of teamwork by helping 
wherever he sees a need. Bart received his award from 
Jackson Elementary School.

Josh has been a remarkable resource for us. His guidance, 
knowledge and support with helping us learn to use 
technology to enhance learning school-wide is invaluable. 
He is ALWAYS positive, willing to present new ideas and 
ready to help us move forward. Josh has really been a huge 
resource. Josh received his award from Hadley Middle School.

Allen Elementary School

Alvin E. Morris 
Administrative Center

District Three Good Apples

Pam Gonzalez
Volunteer

Ashley Veatch
ESOL Teacher

RUN LIKE A GIRL
Sheri Edgerle
PE Teacher
Sarah Garner
2nd-Grade Teacher
Carly Gerstner
Monica Hunnell
3rd-Grade Teachers
Jordan Hernandez
4th-Grade Teacher
Cassandra Melon
5th-Grade Teacher
Clarissa Sandoval
Clerk
Amanda Vanausdall
Music Teacher

Alisa Alexander-Fulton
District Mediator, Parent 
and Community Support 
Network

Bart Brittain
Special Education 
Teaching Specialist

Josh Ehret
Instructional Technology 
Specialist



Sharon is a valued resource for those who have payroll 
questions and issues. She is efficient, knowledgeable, 
approachable and extremely helpful. Sharon plays an 
important role ensuring our employees are paid accurately 
and in a timely fashion.

These professionals are diligent in performing their 
responsibilities to our district and to being good stewards 
of taxpayer dollars. They seek out best-pricing, are quick 
to respond to requests, provide thorough communication 
throughout each transaction and epitomize excellent 
customer service.

There are not many things sweeter than the smell of freshly 
popped popcorn filling the air! Amanda spends many hours 
preparing popcorn for Anderson’s concession stand 
throughout the intramural basketball season. Amanda 
consistently dedicates her time, energy and talents to 
support our students.

Randy is a valuable community partner for Anderson 
Elementary. Randy recognizes a need and fills it! He 
volunteers as a Read to Succeed coach and provides a bike 
and helmet on behalf of Cornejo & Sons for two students 
each year who have perfect attendance. We are grateful for 
Randy’s support!

Ms. Stone is devoted to the Anderson community. She comes 
to school with a positive attitude and is ready to get to work. 
You will often see her smiling down the hallway holding a 
student’s hand. She puts tremendous effort into every 
interaction she has with a child so they feel valued.

Alvin E. Morris 
Administrative Center

Anderson Elementary 
School

Sharon Hoyme
Payroll Supervisor

PURCHASING 
DEPARTMENT
Jonathan Wyss
Manager
Wendi Frisbie
Supervisor
Janell Johnson
Team Lead
Michelle Loucks
Technician
Verna Murdock
Tech Assistant
Shelly White
Buyer
Lori Burress
Cheryl Rowland
Terri Jones
Administrative Assistants
Joan Bourn
Charlotte Combs
Sub Clerical

Amanda Perez
Volunteer

CORNEJO & SONS
Randy Roths
Community Outreach

Serlestine Stone
Foster Grandparent
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Shannon makes positive relationships with her students and 
parents. She works to create engaging and relevant lessons. 
She has high expectations for all her students and they rise to 
the challenge. She is also a great team lead and has worked 
double time to help a teammate in need.

Alyssa makes trusting relationships with her students and 
parents. She has high expectations and works to create 
lessons that require a higher level of critical thinking from 
her students. She has given extra time and resources this past 
9 weeks to help a teammate in need.

Ms. Ott’s title is a SLP at Caldwell, but she is more than that. 
Every student in the building says “hi” to her. She can be seen 
around the building having lunch with students, signing with 
the students who need it and lending an ear to a staff 
member when needed. She is a great asset to Caldwell.

Erinn shows up every day to truly love on students and make 
a difference in their lives. She has strived to build 
relationships with each student in the class and takes what 
she has learned about them to invest in making real world 
connections to their lives and learning. Her passion is 
rejuvenating!

Tasha is amazing at keeping our school balanced and 
organized. She is the foundation that helps our staff keep 
going. She is always smiling, offering a helping hand and 
extremely resourceful. We want her to know that her hard 
work does not go unnoticed!

Susan epitomizes the ideal conscientious teacher. She 
volunteers her own time to plan and interact with students 
and staff. In the classroom she has developed a learning 
environment that is engaging and fun. Students love how 
Ms. Agee is quick to celebrate their success.

Tina is amazing! Tina is always there to take care of our 
students. How she does that depends on the moment. It may 
be providing a snack, helping get some clothing, helping with 
a medical need, or a giving a smile and kind word. Our school 
would not be the same without her.

Rebecca has given staff, students and parents exemplary 
service for almost 20 years. Staff have shared how Rebecca 
has been an inspiration and role model. She is a calm, 
consistent, and highly structured adult who never stops trying 
to find new ways to support those she interacts with.

Caldwell Elementary 
School

Clark Elementary School

Colvin Elementary School

Shannon Banta
4th-Grade

Alyssa Curtis
4th-Grade

Valerie Ott
Speech/Language 
Clinician

Erinn Blair
Student Teacher

Tasha Hayes
Administrative Assistant

Susan Agee
Music Teacher

Tina Karpinski
Administrative Assistant

Rebecca Snodgrass
ESOL Teacher
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Dulce is an amazing paraeducator! She is always flexible with 
her schedule in order to meet the needs of students. She 
gives up her own personal time to help students so they can 
achieve at higher levels. Curtis Middle School is very fortunate 
to have Dulce on our staff!

Kim is a teacher who believes that every student is capable of 
being Future Ready! As an AVID teacher, social studies teach-
er and StuCo sponsor, she provides many opportunities to her 
students to learn how to positively contribute to their com-
munities. Kim is an inspiration to students and staff!

Richard has donated spirit shirts to newcomer students for 
the past 3 years – his donations have reached over 250 
students! He has helped refugee parents, asylum seekers, 
and parents new to the US by providing their children with 
something special to wear to school. Thank you for your 
generosity!

Mr. Alexander is an amazing TAP student and future teacher!  
He is a hard worker and has a kind and caring spirit! One of 
our district goals is to ensure that schools are trusted as safe 
places by students, parents, staff and community.  Mr. A. is 
trusted and provides great care and instruction!

Melissa is always so friendly, polite and professional at 
Gardiner Elementary. Her kindness is what is noticed.  She 
simply did a kind deed with a kind note and some chocolate. 
Simple but very welcoming and sets the tone for guests, 
fellow employees, students and staff.  A culture of caring.

Rebecca truly cares for her students and always has such 
patience even when dealing with difficult situations. She 
treats each child with the upmost respect while expecting 
the very best with love and kindness. She has a creative way 
of bringing lessons to life with centers, visual aids and fun 
games.

Abby brings a professional and caring spirit to Jefferson 
Elementary. She has a smile on her face and a positive tone in 
her voice every single day. Our jobs are challenging on good 
days and seem impossible on bad days. On either type of day, 
she is here to discuss, problem solve and move forward.

Mr. Gerry is an excellent head custodian. He takes care of our 
building and grounds in a very diligent and caring manner. He 
is a hard worker and kind person. We frequently hear from 
outside people how great our building looks and what a great 
head custodian we have. We truly appreciate Mr. Gerry!

Curtis Middle School

Gardiner Elementary 
School

Jefferson Elementary 
School

Dulce Ballos
Paraeducator

Kimberly Cicora
Social Studies Teacher

ALLEN-LEE SCREEN 
PRINTING
Richard Predmore
Owner

Geoffrey Alexander
Interrelated 
Paraprofessional

Melissa Little
2nd-Shift Custodian

Rebecca Jonker
Kindergarten Teacher

Abby Meeds
Music Teacher

Gerald (Mr. Gerry) 
Ungerecht
Head Custodian



Laura Brown, or as students call her, “Nana,” is a wonderful 
Mead volunteer. Most Thursdays she can be found in Mead’s 
library checking out and re-shelving books, assisting students, 
creating bulletin boards and so much more. Laura, we 
appreciate all that you do for Mead students and staff.

One of Mead’s hidden gems is Mr. Mark Franks. In addition 
to being our technology teacher, Mark voluntarily sponsors 
Mead’s Robotics team. He works many long hours and is 
commonly the last teacher to leave our building each day. 
Mark, we sincerely thank you for inspiring our students.

Mead Middle School Laura Brown
Volunteer

Mark Franks
Technology Teacher
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Crystal has gone the extra mile the last 2 years at Allison in 
making sure IEP’s of our special education students are up 
to date and on target. She works extra hours on her own to 
make sure our students’ needs are met. She is a great asset 
for Allison and we are thankful for her service.

Mia and Janell are two key individuals in the Allison family. 
Mia, our social worker, and Janell, our school psychologist, go 
above and beyond to make sure that our student’s needs are 
met. They are an integral part of the Allison child study team, 
and we are blessed they are with us.

Michelle has many duties throughout the day such as: 
ensuring that we have lunch and breakfast, students have 
buses, fills in for the nurse, answers phone calls, and heads 
our social committee. Most importantly she builds a warm 
welcoming environment for our families and staff. Thank you, 
Michelle.

Kimberly has transformed our library and has created a fun 
learning environment. She sponsors our Battle of the Books, 
creates whole staff and student activities and has a wealth of 
ideas. Kimberly connects with every child, encourages 
learning and instills the love of reading books in all students.

Becky is an amazing office manager. She ensures that our 
teachers have the supplies they need, creates relationships 
with parents and staff, fills in as a nurse and is a meticulous 
bookkeeper. Thank you, Becky for all that you do at Enders!

These ladies are the backbone of Enterprise who strive to 
make all families and staff feel welcome with smiles and top 
customer service in all situations. The staff and admin team 
know these ladies are ready to serve families and are the first 
friendly faces families see or talk to.

Allison Traditional Magnet 
Middle School

Enders Community 
Service and Leadership 
Magnet Elementary 
School

Enterprise Elementary 
School

District Four Good Apples

Crystal Albrecht
Interrelated Math Teacher

CHILD STUDY TEAM 
WONDERS
Mia Padgett
Social Worker
Janell Williams
Psychologist

Michelle Brown
Administrative Assistant 3

Kimberly Johannsen
Librarian

Rebecca (Becky) Klein
Administrative Assistant 5

ENTERPRISE OFFICE 
STAFF
Jeanette Ballard
Jeanette (Wanda) Jenkins
Administrative Assistants



14

Anna has great relationships with her students and colleagues 
she works with and is always willing to help fellow staff 
members and is very knowledgeable about her job. She 
works hard making connections so she can help students 
achieve their best potential. Her team can always count on 
her!

Marcia is what you would hope for in a teammate, mentor, 
and teacher to your child. She shows her dedication to her 
students through her time, talent, determination and 
emotions. When you walk into Mrs. Roth’s classroom you 
will feel welcomed into an environment that was intentionally 
built.

Brady Roberts from the District Church of Wichita has 
helped us improve our family events by providing both 
manpower and funding for incentives. Through this 
partnership, we continue to build a stronger community, and 
most importantly, a greater connection between the school 
and our families.

Shandon Walker is not only a fantastic language arts teacher 
at Hamilton, she is a building leader as well. Shandon serves 
as our after school rec coordinator and our program is 
thriving. Shandon is also our social committee chair and the 
staff events/activities she plans are always so much fun!

Chief Graytok has helped lead our JROTC program for 19 
years. Our program is a reflection of his time, passion and 
commitment to our cadets. He has consistently attended 
many events, organized big events for our Titans and the 
district. He is quick to volunteer and help our community 
partners as well.

1st Sgt. Don Phillips has helped lead our JROTC program for 
20 years. Our Iron Titan Battalion is well known statewide for 
their excellence in everything they do and it all starts with the 
Instructors. 1st Sgt. brings wisdom and hard work mixed with 
a great deal of humor as he leads by example.

Shane works full time for the Wichita Fire Department and 
then works 2-3 days a week subbing in our building. He works 
well with our students and teachers. His ability to work with 
our students allows learning to continue in the absence of the 
teacher. We value his contribution and commitment to South.

Ms. Mayberry is a valuable member of our support team. She 
assists us with our chronically absent students by doing home 
visits, providing rides, and meeting with students and parents 
about the importance of coming to school. She also helps 
with our Attendance H.E.R.O awards.

Enterprise Elementary 
School

Hamilton Middle School

South High School

Truesdell Middle School

Anna Rollings
Interrelated Teacher

Marcia Roth
3rd-Grade Teacher

THE DISTRICT CHURCH 
OF WICHITA
Brady Roberts
Volunteer

Shandon Walker
Language Arts Teacher

Lewis Graytok
JROTC Instructor

Don Phillips
JROTC Instructor

Shane Toney
Substitute Teacher

Kim Mayberry
Truancy Support Services



Officer Robinson is our beloved security guard. He has built 
great relationships with our students and is always willing and 
ready to help us out with anything. Our students and staff are 
appreciative of all he does for our school.

The Pioneer Cafeteria team serves over 4000 meals each 
week giving our West High school students a superlative 
chance to learn on a full stomach. Their Breakfast after the 
Bell program is recognized as one of the best in the nation.  
Our Nutrition team supports our goals by modeling super 
service.

Loraine is one of the most positive, hard-working, supportive 
women I know. She always has a smile for adults and students 
alike. She has a very helpful attitude and is so easy to work 
with in the classroom.  She truly cares about all students and 
wants to do whatever she can to help them succeed!

Cori always has a smile on her face no matter what she is 
dealing with. Whether calming down an upset student or 
working to meet a fundraiser deadline, she maintains a 
positive attitude. We love Cori; she is an asset to White!

Cohesive, is the perfect word to describe the 3rd Grade Team 
at White. They collaborate to ensure their students receive 
the best education possible. They are consistently kind and 
compassionate to all students, especially those who need it 
the most. Our 3rd graders are better because of them!

Mike truly has a servant heart! He volunteers daily as a part 
of Woodman Guard D.A.W.G.S. He is here in all weather 
conditions directing traffic, locking gates, helping students 
cross the street safely-in short, if it has to do with student 
safety, he is on it. Thanks, Mike, we appreciate you!

Marla is a tremendous asset to the Woodman Family. She 
has a caring, kind and compassionate heart for our parents, 
students and staff. Marla reaches out to all who are in need. 
She also serves as part of our PTO and has helped us 
implement some wonderful initiatives and programs this year.

Truesdell Middle School

West High School

White Elementary School

Woodman Elementary 
School

Henry Robinson
Security Officer

PIONEER CAFETERIA 
TEAM
Cicely (Kay) Scott
Cafeteria Manager
Karina Arciniega
Jennifer Dibben
Donna Hughes
Holly Johnston
Nghia Pham
Crystal Ridge
Juana Zizumbo
Cafeteria Crew

Lorraine Ditch
Paraprofessional

Cori Ramos
Paraprofessional

3RD-GRADE TEAM
Chrissie Barker
Sarah Johnson
Kelly Kelly
Doreen Springer
3rd-Grade Teachers

Michial Linthicum
Volunteer

Marla Webber
Parent Volunteer 
Coordinator
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Leah engages in activities that show support of her students, 
her professional growth, collaboration with teams and work 
for the mission of the district. Her kindness, energy, calming 
presence and the exciting way she teaches make her a 
phenomenal teacher. Thanks Leah for all you do!

Woodman Elementary 
School

Leah Wipf
2nd-Grade Teacher
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District Five Good Apples

Ms. Clark is on it, when it comes to state assessments! She 
keeps us all up to date on what is occurring on the state 
server. She is here each and every day without fail to be sure 
that all students have testing tickets. She also makes sure the 
teachers have their codes to enter each testing session.

Ms. Heaton’s co-workers see her dedication to her craft. She 
is a patient, caring, and a concerned teacher who knows her 
students both academically and emotionally. She has the 
ability to develop strong relationships with her students and 
families through her calm and gentle approach.

April Reed came to Black in January as a long term sub to 
teach Art. She has done an excellent job of creating 
relationships with some of our more difficult students. She 
also has planned some pretty awesome art lessons for our 
students to learn their fine arts standards.

Keith is one of our cherished staff members that works behind 
the scenes as our evening lead custodian.  He approaches his 
job each day with a genuine interest in not only the 
cleanliness in the school but in the staff and students. His 
sincere character and hard work is an inspiration to us all.

Jessi is an amazing asset to Dodge, she strives every day to 
help her students and do what is best for them. She works 
hard to make sure students find a love for learning through 
her teaching strategies and by building long lasting 
relationships with her students.

Rito Mejia is cherished by Dodge staff for providing 
homemade food for staff, year after year. His sincere 
character and community contribution is an inspiration to 
us all.

Ms. Furrow loves to provide her students with new 
challenging opportunities to interact and explore the Spanish 
language. Her energy and belief in her students is evident. 
Ms. Furrow is always well planned and engaging for her 
students. She is a positive force at Hadley!

Black Traditional Magnet 
Elementary School

Dodge Literacy Magnet 
Elementary School

Hadley Middle School

Deb Clark
Assessment Coordinator

Sandy Heaton
3rd-Grade Teacher

April Reed
Substitute Art Teacher

Keith Hines
Custodian

Jessi McCray
3rd-Grade Teacher

Rito Mejia
Volunteer

Carol Furrow
Spanish Teacher
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The Hadley Administrative Assistants are the best around! 
These ladies go above and beyond to provide quality 
customer service and a positive welcoming culture for the 
building. They have fun in their work, support one another 
and assist administrators, students, staff and parents in any 
way they can.

Not only is she an exceptional para, she is a vital asset to our 
school. Whether it’s translating, home visits, rides to 
conferences or providing food and clothing… she does it all! 
Thank you for giving your all to our students and families!

Sarah has been a tremendous support to Kensler and our 
families in contributing her time and talents to grow the 
FAMILY component of our Leader in Me program. This is in 
addition to volunteering every week in our Pre-K classroom. 
We are grateful for her leadership!

Kevin has been our PA announcer for Northwest soccer for 
5 years. Four years ago, he started volunteering his time and 
money to add webcasting of soccer games and then started 
boys basketball games this last year. He has welcomed 
students from our media classes to come, help and learn 
from him.

Coach David Nigg is Northwest’s do-everything, building sub, 
and coach. Since retiring from South High as a teacher several 
years ago, he continues to form relationships and gets the 
most out of each individual student whether subbing for an 
absent teacher or coaching an up-and-coming athlete.

Michelle has worn many hats throughout her career in USD 
259.  She has been a teacher, technology support and 
counselor. When Michelle says she will work with a student to 
support their needs in the classroom, she works hard to find 
just the right fix. She treats each child with love and respect.

Christine has been at many schools throughout her career in 
the Wichita School District. OK Elementary was fortunate to 
have her end her career with us. Her desire to help all 
children is evident when she spends time observing them, 
testing them and determining how we can best meet their 
needs.

Hadley Middle School

Kensler Elementary 
School

Northwest High School

OK Elementary School

HADLEY 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT A-TEAM
Carolyn Alcocer
Principal’s Administrative 
Assistant
Marytza Fernandez-Fa-
jardo
Nancy Perez
Administrative Assistants
Irma Finch
Bookkeeper
Marta Mendez
Registrar

Keyla Nunez
ESOL Paraprofessional

Sarah Winegar
Volunteer

Kevin Arkin
Sports Announcer

David Nigg
Substitute and Coach

Michelle Lay
Counselor

Christine Smith
School Psychologist



Jennifer, Susan, Terri and Shirley spend multiple days a week 
at OK, doing for others. They each have their own unique way 
of supporting teachers with big and small jobs. Their 
willingness to give up their own time to help make OK 
students be successful is why we love our volunteers at OK!

Tami jumps in with both boots to assist wherever and 
whenever she is needed, from assisting with traffic to 
shoveling sidewalks to helping with extra recess duty when 
others are absent. Tami also works hard to support the 
learning of our students at Peterson. Thanks, Tami!

Paula works hard to provide support for students and 
teachers at Peterson. She uses humor and care and has the 
ability to anticipate how to help even before the need is 
voiced. Paula remains calm at all times and helps students 
look for solutions that benefit everyone.

Peterson’s Fifth Grade Team facilitate the collection of 
recyclable materials on a weekly basis and provide 
opportunities for the 5th-grade students to show leadership 
and service. They also provide leadership for school-wide 
service projects.

Tricia has a special ability to work with our most needy kids 
when they are having the most difficult times. Her calm 
demeanor and connection with the kids allows her to 
de-escalate our students. She has a gift and we are glad that 
she is willing to share that gift with our students and school.

Jeff does a fantastic job in our cafeteria but he out did himself 
with preparing our AVID Family Night dinner. He cooked all 
the meat and had all the toppings ready for a super taco bar. 
Jeff is a positive addition to our staff and his caring and 
supportive personality is very much appreciated.

Gloria is always ready to celebrate the great work of our 
students. This time she spent numerous hours helping 
create a wonderful AVID family night experience. Her students 
helped decorate the building and she reserved a mariachi 
band and the Horace Mann dancers. The night was awesome!

OK Elementary School

Peterson Elementary 
School

Wilbur Middle School

OK VOLUNTEER TEAM
Terri Erker
Susan Jensen
Shirley Osborn
Jennifer Walker
Volunteers

Tami Hoffman
LRE and Lunchaide

Paula Murillo
Temp Term Para

5TH-GRADE TEAM
Kevin Fanter
Christy Fullerton
Diane Harman
5th-Grade Teachers

Tricia Loehr
IR and Admin Intern

Jeff Miller
Cafeteria Manager

Gloria Norris
Spanish Teacher
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District Six Good Apples

Sarah always works hard and her work is of high quality. She 
goes the extra mile to ensure that our building is always clean 
and safe and will even stay late to cover for an absence. Staff 
communication is effective and she often seeks out feedback 
to do the best job possible! Thanks for all you do!

Chisholm Trail Elementary 
School

Sarah Ludwig
Custodian



Angela is an outstanding para, who goes the extra mile 
working with all students and builds relationships with 
everyone at CTE. She is a great resource and thinks “outside 
the box” and has a great attitude. Angela promotes being 
your best self whether you are a student or a co-worker at 
school.

Cammi exemplifies the word patience having worked with an 
extremely challenging student, always remaining calm and 
supportive. She went to all measures to help the child be 
successful. Her dedication to our CTE family is outstanding. 
The students feel valued by her and she is a star on our team!

Halee is a leader in our building. She commits herself to 
success for her students, her colleagues and herself. She 
invests in her students and builds relationships while 
maintaining high expectations. She uses personal time to lead 
the Robotics Team and helps students love learning.

Becky is student focused in everything she does. All her 
decisions are based on what is best for students. She provides 
a calm, structured classroom. She tailors her lessons to be 
relevant and meaningful for her students. Becky wants 
students to love learning and models that love daily.

David is one of the hardest working people you will find at 
Cloud. He organizes Read to Succeed to help our 3rd graders 
reach reading proficiency, brings in mentors for students, 
organizes Chess Club, Girl Scouts, tutors and so much more. 
Our students benefit from his tireless work on their behalf.

When you walk the Earhart halls, you will notice the “buzz” 
that Mrs. Hendry has created with student artwork. She has 
also spent time designing a bee mural around our indoor 
observation hive that is un-BEE-lievable. We thank her for 
helping our halls scream our magnet theme.

When we received our indoor observation hive, it appeared 
to have gone through “colony collapse” and was not very 
presentable. Mr. McHugh heard of our need for hive repair 
and rushed right in to assist.  He did “un-BEE-lievable” work 
and that is why we think he is the “bee’s knees.”

Beekeeper Wes has begun to pollinate the minds of our “colo-
ny” by sharing his vast knowledge of bees with our staff as we 
prepare for our bee apiary. His continued support and will-
ingness to always be there for us will be vital as we “comb” 
through the learning with our “young brood.”

Chisholm Trail Elementary 
School

Cloud Elementary School

Earhart Environmental 
Magnet Elementary

Angela Miller
Paraeducator Low 
Incidence

Cammi Schuyler
Paraeducator High 
Incidence

Halee Buckingham
5th-Grade Teacher

Becky Janssen
2nd-Grade Teacher

David Larson
PANDO Student Support 
Advocate

Katie Hendry
Art Teacher

Simon McHugh
Hive Repair Specialist

Wes Wolken
Professional Beekeeper
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Deb invested many hours to help students prepare for their 
new classrooms. She lovingly prepares VI students for 
successes in the classroom and community, helping them 
learn to navigate and be future ready. She also helped with 
National White Cane Day to raise money for canes for children 
in India.

Krystal is dedicated to the academic success of our VI 
students. She includes fun but challenging lessons to help her 
students be future ready. She also helps develop skills that 
come naturally to a sighted person but can be difficult for 
visually impaired students. Krystal is very hard working!

Nicole plays a vital role in the function of Isely. As tech 
teacher, she excels in creating engaging technology-based 
lessons so students can be college and career ready. Also, 
Nicole organized a tech club, facilitates a digital newscast, 
is the Site tech specialist and volunteers for PTO.

Judy Fellers is an asset to Marshall. She comes into the 
building with a smile on her face and a pleasantry for every 
person she encounters. Ms. Fellers happily goes into the 
classroom and assists with every task that is asked of her. 
Ms. Fellers is respectfully known as Grandma to the students.

These ladies became a team this year and have really rocked 
it! They work and collaborate to support our students and our 
5th graders just SHINE. They provide innovative lessons and 
projects for the students, incorporating technology into their 
learning and always with a personal touch. Go team!

Sara shares her love of reading with our school each week 
when she volunteers in our library to do morning check out 
so our kids have plenty of books to read each week! She is 
always supportive of the work we do and is one of our biggest 
cheerleaders. We are grateful you are here at McLean!

Our latchkey program is stellar because of the work Brenda 
does. She runs the snack program completely making sure 
they have good things each day. She’s a second mom to our 
staff members, students, and even their parents. She’s the 
first to arrive and last to leave and our kids are better for it!

We would like to recognize Mike Church for the amazing work 
he does daily to support student athletes. Mike’s work does 
not go unnoticed. He excels at hosting building and district 
events. The City League Wrestling Tournament is an 
extravaganza. Please help us celebrate his commitment to 
North.

Isely Traditional Magnet 
Elementary School

Marshall Middle School

McLean Science/Tech 
Magnet Elementary

North High School

Debbie Heeren
VI Teacher/Mobility 
Specialist

Krystal Karschimkus
Visually Impaired Teacher

Nicole Thomsen
Tech Lab Teacher

Judy Fellers
Volunteer

5TH-GRADE TEAM
Sarah Begole
CheyAnn Queener
Teachers

Sara Ornelas
Volunteer

Brenda Phillips
Latchkey Aide

Mike Church
Athletic Director
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Chris is being recognized for his hard work and commitment 
to North. Chris assists with building and district events. He 
recently did an extraordinary job assisting with the City 
League Wrestling event.

Nick has made our campus something to be proud of! He 
goes out of his way to make sure that our students and 
coaches have the best possible areas for practices and games. 
He works tirelessly without ever having to be prompted and 
is always happy to assist. He has made our campus safer and 
beautiful!

Stan May is an exceptionally valuable teacher and team player 
at Northeast Magnet. He engages students with creative 
lesson plans and an excellent sense of humor, both of which 
enable him to build strong relationships. These relationships 
also make him an outstanding lunch and hallway supervisor.

As a paraprofessional, Scott Taylor has done a great job of 
serving the students of Northeast Magnet for the past few 
years. He cares deeply about our students and builds strong 
relationships with them.

Rain or shine. Cold or hot. Tracey is out in the parking lot 
every morning making sure students are dropped off safely.  
She has the happiest attitude and makes everyone feel 
welcome. Tracy keeps the parent drop-off line running 
smooth and safe.

Jessica has taken on the role of facilitator for our Connections 
program. With her leadership, the program has grown 
significantly and is directly impacting student success. 
Students are proud of their achievements and constantly 
working toward improvement. Her focus is on what’s best for 
kids.

Christina is outstanding at meeting students where they are 
in their learning. If a student needs off grade level work, she 
will have it for them. If they need other accommodations, 
she makes it happen. She does these things while making 
her classroom learning fun, engaging and relevant.

Talented and dedicated; Merilee works synergistically with the 
other CST members to creatively support the whole child. Her 
unique perspective paired with her collective desire to ensure 
students at PVMS needs are being met, makes her shine.

North High School

Northeast Magnet High 
School

Pleasant Valley 
Elementary School

Pleasant Valley Middle 
School

Chris Portlock
Custodian

Nicholas Rothweiler
Groundskeeper

Stan May
Science Teacher

Scott Taylor
Paraprofessional

Tracey Ledom
5th-Grade Teacher

Jessica Martinez
ESOL Teacher

Christina Singer
2nd-Grade Teacher

Merilee Cosgrove
School Psychologist

21



Rex leads a great crew of custodians at PVMS and ensures 
that it is the spiffiest school in town by maintaining high 
standards of cleanliness and safety. He also helps maintain 
a positive school climate with his flexibility, willingness to 
support and friendly demeanor.

Deb is the epitome of the kind of kindergarten teacher all 
students should have. She has a passion for teaching little 
minds and helping them reach their full potential. Students 
leave her classroom knowing that they have a champion 
supporting them for life. Mrs. A is one of a kind!

This team tirelessly works to be outstanding educators for 
our Riverside Leaders. They build strong relationships,
 consistently show that they believe in the potential of all 
kids, and collaborate to focus on finding solutions to meet 
the needs of all students so that they can reach their goals.

Mrs. Berlin is one of those quiet helpers. She has developed 
the unique ability to anticipate needs and handle situations 
without ever being asked and without any recognition. She 
just sees what needs to be done and steps in and does it. 
She steps in as a building leader any time there is a need.

Our custodial staff builds relationships with students and
supports the teachers even when they have projects that 
make messes. They work tirelessly at making our building 
sparkle. Because of their service to our building, our students 
are able to learn in an environment that enhances 
achievement.

Mrs. Griesel is a staff member that makes lasting relationships 
with students and adults. As our ESOL teacher, she greets all 
students each morning in the gym, works structured activity, 
adapts lessons with visuals and scaffolds, and supports all 
after school events. We are fortunate to have her.

Trina Parker is a highly qualified person to be a Good Apple 
Award winner. She is a leader in our school who is always 
looking to help students, fellow teachers and anyone that 
enters. She is someone that you can always count on and 
willing to help in any situation. We are thankful for her!

Mr. Tucker is a real life superhero! He brings excitement and 
enthusiasm not only to his class and team, but to all who 
come to Woodland. He exemplifies the power of optimism 
every day. His love of teaching is contagious and his students 
are forever changed when they are with him.

Pleasant Valley Middle 
School

Riverside Leadership 
Magnet Elementary

Stucky Middle School

Woodland Health and 
Wellness Magnet 
Elementary

Rex Jordan
Head Custodian

Debra Anderson
Kindergarten Teacher

3RD-GRADE SUPPORT 
TEAM
Layne Babst
Samantha Taylor
3rd-Grade Teachers
Kathleen Setser
Interrelated Teacher

Tawnya Berlin
Data Leader

NIGHT CUSTODIAL TEAM
Grand Blackwell
Night Lead Custodian
Nick Spiser
Adela Villegas
Night Custodians

Shannon Griesel
ESOL Teacher

Trina Parker
5th-Grade Teacher

Trenton Tucker
Kindergarten Teacher
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Pictured left to right are April 15, 2019 Good Apples: 
James Clark, Hearing Impaired Teacher, Southeast High School
Terrye Kates-Asher, Paraprofessional, Robinson Middle School
Keyla Nunez, ESOL Paraeducator, Kensler Elementary School 

Abby Meeds, Music Teacher, Jefferson Elementary School
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